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TRIAL OE FAITH

teiiM Lesson In the Story of
Abraham nnULMis Son teaac

iLiu it

nltrnnco JTrotii n drcnt liirccn
A

tertuon ny jiwov r v uAvtiti
Tulnincc I h

r lohis sermon for Sunday Iter Dr
w Talmajfo clic for his subject Abra ¬

hams supremo trial of faith and tho

II 8Dffcllc rescue of Isaac from being of--
frrcdby his father as a sacrifice Tho

I

mext was Ocn xxll 7 Heboid tho
firo and the wood bui whoro is the
Jamb

Hero are Abraham and Isaac the
I onon kind old gracious affectionate

r fattier the oincr a urave oucuiont rc
f1 liffloiis son From his bronzed appear

Unco yau can tell that this Hon has
been much in tho Holds and from his
ahagy drosa yon Know that ho has

JiwenVatohiiiK the herds Tho moun- -

f wn air has painted his cheek rubicund
Jlc Is SO 2ft or as somo suppose 33

vcars of tlKti nevertheless a
hoy considering1 tho length of
life to which people lived
n those times and tho fact

that a son never is anything but a boy
t to a fttthor I remomber that my fath- -

r used to come into tho house when
jr the children were home on somo fes- -

tiral occasion and say Where am
the boys although tho boys were

1 and 30 and 35 years of ago So this
It Jwinc Is only a boy to Abraham and

this father s heart is in him Jt is
Unnnlierc and Isaac there If there is

i - -

f any festivity around tho fathers tent
Isaac must enjoy it It is Isaacs walk
nd Isaacs apparel and Isaacs man- -

U tiers and Isaacs prospects and Isaacs
if prosperity The fathers heart strings

arcall wrapped arounu mat uoy and
wrapped again until nine tenths of
theold mans life is in Isaac 1 oin
just imagine how lovingly and proudly

i lie looked at his only son
Vcll the dear old man has borne a

great deal of trouble and it had left
Hs mark upon him In hieroglyphics

1 of vrrinkle the story was written from
v forehead to chin but now his trouble

seems all gone and we arc glad that
f he is vcr3 noon to rest forever If the
I1 old man shall got decrepit Isaac is
I strong enough to wait on him If the
1 father gets dim of eyesight Isaac will
I lead him by the hand If the father
f becomes destitute Isaac will earn him

bread How glad wo arc that the ship
i
f that has been in such a stormy sea
k la coming ut last into the harbor

e Are you not rejoiced that glori- -

uua uiu jiukwiuiu is iinvjupi wiiii
his troubles No no A thunderbolt
Irotn that clear eastern sky there
drops into that fathers tent a voice
with an announcement enough to turn
todfck hair white and to stun the pa- -

triarch into instant annihilation God
aiu Abraham The old man au- -

swered Hero I am God said to him
Take thy son thy only son Isaac

whom thou lovest and get thee into
inc laua 01 luoriau ami ohpi- - nun

t there as a burnt oiTering In other
-- Yprds slay him cut his body into

b fragments pnt the fragments on the
w6od set lire to tho wood and let
Iaacs body be consumed to ashes

lanmoalism iWuruer says some
Ijh otic Not so said Abraham I hear

hint solilomiize Here is the bov on
wliom I have depended Oh how I

ft loved him He was given in answer to
prayer and now must I surrender him

V0Iaac my son Isaac how shall I
part With you But then It is always

f safer to do as God asks mo to I have
w u iu uuric pincos oeiorc nnu uoii got
me out I will implicitly do as God
told me although it is very dark I
cant see my way but I know God

ftnakesno mistakes and to Him I com
mit myself and my darling son

r arly m the morning thero is a stir
around Abrahams tent A beast of
Wdch is fed and saddled Abraham

I makes no disclosure of the awful se
cret At tho break of day ho says

Come come Isaac get up We are
tfiotrig off on a two or three days jour- -

f ey I hear the as hewing and split--
ttoiramTd the wo6a Until the sticks are

fciude the rlirht lancrth and tho ritrht
tHjtJhkkness mu thon they are fastened

un inc uoast of burden They pass on
there ark foiu of tlmm Abraham

tho father Isaac tho son and two
rrvants Jolnn- - rvlonnr thn road 1 SCOa -

saacjoplclng up into his fathers face
Jfatifl saying Fafhcr what is tho mat

f Are you not well Has anything
ynappcncdV Are vqu tired Lean on

ray arm Then turning around to
io servants the son says Ah

father is gottlng old and ho has had
trouble enough in other days to kill

The third morning 1ms come and it
V tho day of tho tragedy Tho two

5rvants aro left With the beast of
Hirden while Abraham and his son

fac asc was the custom of good peo- -

Pjo in thoso times went Up on tho
ill tn Bnnlrinn 4 1 T n1 rpim n nnilVV W VH Willi AV iww
taken oft tho beasts back and puton

J acs back Abraham has in one hand
smJ00 coals ora lamp and in tho
Jwjr a sharp keen knife Uero are all

S vctm---h- 6i pigeon or hot or or
t ab Isaac not knowing Uiat he is
ft b tho victim looka up into his
J2t B fttci and asks a qtiostion- -

fJli boao Mv fathert Tho fniher
l My son Isaac hero I ami

0 Eon salrl Tlftlrtll flio flrft and the
H but where la the lamb The
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hiii a n MQ rw nt uc foot oi othe plnce which Is to bo famous
TiL J1 scendent occufroucciiey gnthor somo atones out of thoHold and build an altar three or fourfeet higb Th0ll lhoy tak0 thi8off Isaacs back and sprinkle It over
names0108 S aS to h0lp and lnvlt0 tho

Tho altar Is done it is all doneIsaac has helped to build it With hisfather ho has discussed whether thotop of tho tablo is even and whetherthe wood is properly prepared Thenthere is a pause Tho son looks aroundto see if there is not somo living ani-
mal

¬

that can bo caught and butcheredtor the offering Abraham tries to
choko down his fatherly feelings andsuppress his grief in order that he may
break tho terriiic news to his son thatno is to bo tho victim

Ah

as

Isaac never looked mnrn lionnti
ful than on that day to his father As
the old man ran his emaciated fingers
through iiis sons hair he said to him ¬

self -- How shall 1 give him up What
will his mother say when I coino back
without my boy I thought he would
have been tho comfort of my declining
days I thought lie would have been
the hone of a vs to rnmn itnriand lovincr and yet to die under my
own hand Oh God is there not some
other saerihYc that will do Take
my life and spare his Pour out
my blood and save Isaac for his
mother and tho world But this
was an inward struggle The
fattier controls his feelings and looks
into his sons face and says Isaac
must I tell you all Yes father I
thought you had something on your
mind tell it The father said AIy
son Isaac thou art a lamb Oh
you say why didnt that young man
if he was twenty or thirty years of age
smite into the dust his infirm father
He could have done it Ah Isaac
knew by this time that the scene was
typical of a Messiah who was to come
and so he made no struggle They fell
on each others necks and wailed out
the parting Awful and matchless
scene of the wilderness The rocks
echo back the breaking of their hearts
The cry My sou my son The
answer My father my father

Do not compare this as some people
have to Agamemnon willing- to offer
up his daughter Iphigcnia to please
the gods There is nothing compar-
able

¬

to this wonderful obedience to tho
true God You know that victims for
sacrifice were always bound so that
they might not struggle away Raw
lings the martyr when he was dying
for Christs sake said to the black-
smith

¬

who held the manacles Fasten
those chains tiirht now for mv flesh
may struggle mightily So Isaacs
arms are fastened his feet are tied
The old man rallying all his strength
lifts him on to a pile of wood Fasten ¬

ing a thong on one sido of the altar
he makes it span the body of Isaac
and fastens the thong at the other
side the altar and another thong and
another thong There is the lamp
flickering in the wind ready to bo
put under the brush wood of the altar
There is the knife sharp and keen
Abraham struggling with his mortal
feelings on tho ono side and the com-

mands
¬

of God on the other takes that
knife rubs the Hat of it on the palm of
his hand cries to God for help comes
up to the side of the altar puts a part-
ing

¬

kiss on the brow of his bo takes
a message from him for mother and
home and then lifting the glittering
weapon for the plunge of the death
stroke his muscles knitting for tho
work the hand begins to descend It
falls Not on the heart of Isaac but on
the arm of God who arrests the stroke
making tho wilderness quake with
tho cry Abraham Abraham lay not
thy hand upon the lad nor do him any
harm What is this sound back in
the woods It is a crackling as oftree
branches a bleating and a struggle
Go Abraham aud sec what it Is on
it was a ram that gding through tho
woods has Its crooked hprns fastengd
and entangled in tho brushwood and
could not get loose and Abraham
seizes it gladly and quickly unloosens
Isaac from the altar puts the ram om
in his place sots the lamp under tho
brushwood of the altar and as the
dense smoke of tho sacriflco begins to
rise tho blood rolls down tho sides of
the altar and drops hissing into tho
Arc and I hear tho words Behold tho
Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of tho world

Well what aro you going to get out
of this There Is an aged minister of

the Gospel Ho says I should get
out of it that when God tells you to do
n thiug whethor it seems reasonable

ahead and do Itto you or not go
Hero Abraham couldnt have been
mistaken God didnt speai bo in-

distinctly

¬

that it was not certain
whether ho called Sarah or Ah

molech or somebody else but with
Divine articulation Divine intonation
Divine emphasis he said Mbra
hamt Abraham rushed blindly ahead
to do his duty knowing that things
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vour life There is some ourueu u
dont know whyhave to carry You

n io rmf it on von There is some

poraocution some trial and you dont
whv God ftllow it There is a
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Abraham did A1vnnn ri i
our whole duty lto willing to glvo
p Isaac and ncrhans von will nrthayelo rrlvc un aiivthlnn- - iixiM tjitf torwlll provide A cap- -

iUhSOn LUIS OKI lnllimim- - irltnc- -n4i i i f-
V Yi nn on Isaacs back that I shall not
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A heaven ih dcrr6f tho crushing load onChrtstls
Alin u l 7rouSn aoP i or whom hat load For you

iiiiuu un mu pcarj oi mo rmi i- - win tv- - v- viiixuotnor what would von net
out of this subject 0hff sho says 1
would learn that it is In tho last pinch
that God comes to tho relief You sco
tho altar was ready and Isaac
was fastened on it und tho knife
was lifted and just at tho last
moment Ood broke Fn aud stopped
proceedings So it has been in my
life of 70 years Why sir thero wns a
tlmo when tho Hour was all out of tho
house and I sot tho table at noon and
had nothing to put on It but live min ¬

utes Of 1 OVloplf Jl IflFlf nt 1t11 nnmn- - - w vftv ititttimo J oru wm provide My son was
very sick and I said Dear Lord you
dont mean to take him away from me
do j ou 1leaso Lord dont take
him away Why there aro neigh ¬

bors who havo three and four
sons this is my only son this
is my Isaac Lord you wont tako
him away from me will you But I
saw he was getting worse and worse
all the time and I turned round and
prayed until after a whilo I felt sub-
missive

¬

and 1 could say Thy will
0 Lord bo done The doctors gave
him up And as was the custom in
those times we had made tho grave
clothes and we were whispering about
the last exercises when I looked nud
1 saw some perspiration on his brow
showing that the fever had broken
and he spoke to us so naturally
that I knew he was going to
get well Ho did get well and my
son Isaac whom I thought was go-
ing

¬

to be slain and consumed of dis-
ease

¬

was loosened from altar
And bless your souls thats been so
for seventy years and if my voice were
not so weak and if I could see better
1 could preach to you younger pcoplo a
sermon for though I cant see much I
can see this Whenever you get into a
tough place and your heart is breaking
if you will look a little further Into
the woods you will see caught in the
branches a substituto and a deliver-
ance

¬

My son God will provide Him-
self

¬

a lamb
Thank you mother for that short

sermon I could preach back to you
for a minute or two aud say never do
you fenr I wish I had half as good a
hope of Heaven as you have Do not
fear mother whatever happens no
harm will ever happen to you I was
going up a long flight of stairs and I
saw an aged woman very decrepit
and with a cane creeping on up She
made but very littic progress and I
felt very exuberant and I said
to her Why mother that is
no way to go up stairs and I
threw my arms around her and I car-
ried

¬

her up and put her down ou the
landing at the ton of the stairs Sho
said Thank you thank you I am
very thankful O mother when you
get through this lifes work and you
want to go upstairs and rest in the
good place that God has provided for
you and will not have to climb up
you will not have to crawl up painful-
ly

¬

The two arms that were stretched
on the cross will be flung around you
and you will be hoisted with a glori-
ous

¬

lift beyond all weariness and all
struggle May tho God of Abraham
and Isaac be with jou until you sco
the Lamb on tho hilltop

2fow that aged minister has made a
suggestion and this aged woman has
made a suggestion I will make a sug¬

gestion Isaac going up the hill makes
me think of the great sacrifice Isaac
tho only son of Abraham Jesus the
only son of God On thoso two onlys
I build a tearful emphasis 0 Isaac
O Jesus But this last sacrifice was a
more tremendous one When the
knife was lifted over Calvary thero
was no voice that cried Stop and
no hand arrested i Sharp keen
and tremendous it cut down through
nerve and artery until the blood
sprayed tho fucos of fihe cxecu
tioners and tho middaj had dropped a
veil of cloud over its faco because it
could not endurp thc spectacle 0
Isaac of Mt Aforkijilf 0 Jusof M
Cavalry Better could God have thrown
nway into annihilation a thousand
Worlds than to have sacrificed His
only Son It was not ono of ten
sons it was His only SoTdJfIo
had not given up Him you and -

would havf61erIshedv Ood sp
loved the WQrld jtfiatllofgavo
His only I stop there npt because
I havo forgotten the quotation Wt be- -

causo I wanl to thinlc VGodojlpvedl
tho world that Ho gave Ills only be-

gotten
¬

Son thai whosoever licllcycth
in II Im should not perish but havo
everlasting life Great God break
my heart at the thought of that sacrl- -

ice twinG tho only typical of Jesus1
thopuly

You sco Ifaaq going
f upjthp Jill- - and

carrjinir thoVood QAbrahamVwhy
not tako Hie load off the boy If ho is
gdlng todieKo soon whynot fhnko his
last hours easy- - Abraham know that
in carrylngthatwood up ML Moriah
IsaaCfWas to bo a symbol of Christ car ¬

rying his own cross up Calvary I do
not know how heavy that cross was
whether it was made of oak oracacla
or Lebanon cedar I suppose It may
have weighed ono or two or three
hundred pounds That was tho light¬

est part of the burden All the sius and
Horrowsof tho worldwercvroundrouud
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that cross The heft of on the heft
of two worlds earth and hell were
on his shoulders Oh Isaac carrying
tho wood of sacrifice Up Mount Moriah
Oh Jesus carrying tho wood of sacri
ilco up Mount Calvary tho agonies of
earth and hell wrapped around that

us cross 1 shall never sco tho heavy load
- nffcu

ivi
gate

that

think
back

or
that

alt tho Ccars thai wojliayb overWcpt
over our sorrows nail been saved until
this morntn Uiid that woniightnow
pour thont out on the lnecrated back
and feet and heart of tho Son oi God

You say if this young mnh was
20 or 10 years of age did not ho resist
Why was it not Isaac binding Abraham
instead of Abraham binding Isaac
Tho muscle lu Isaacs arm was
stronger than tho musclo In Abrahams
withered arm Ko young man 25 ycari
of ago would submit to have his father
vfastch him to a pile of wood with thu
Intention of burning Isaae was a will¬

ing sacrifice and so a typo of Christ
who willingly camo to save tho world
If all tho armies of Heaven had re ¬

solved to force Christ out from tho
gate they could not havo dona it
Christ was equal with God If all thp
battalions of glory had armed them-
selves

¬

and resolved to put Christ forth
and make him come out and savo this
world they could not havo succeeded
In it With ono stroke Ho would havo
toppled over angelic aud arohangolie
dominion

But there was ono thing that tho om-
nipotent

¬

Christ could not stand Our
sorrows mastered II im Ilo could not
bear to sec the world die without an
offor of pardon and help and if all
Heaven had armed itself to keep lllm
back If tho gates of life had been
bolted and double barred Christ would
have Hung tho everlasting doors from
their hinges and would havo sprung
forth scattering tho hindering hosts of
Heaven like chaff before the whirlwind
as Ho cried Lo I havecomo to suitor I

Lo I come to die Christa willing
sacrifice Willing to take Bethlehem hu-

miliation
¬

and Sanhedrim outrnge and
whipping post maltreatment and Go-
lgotha

¬

butchery Willing- to be bound
Willing to suffer Willing to die
Willing to save How docs this aitect
you

Do not your very best impulses
bound out toward this pain struck
Christ Get down at his fcot 0
ye people Put your lips against
tho wound on his right foot and
help kiss away the pang Wipo tho
foam from Ills dying lips Get under
the cross until you feel tho baptism of
His rushing tears Tako Him into
your heart with warmest lovo and un-

dying
¬

enthusiasm By your rcsistanco
you have abused Him long enough
Christ is willing to save you Aro you
willing to be saved It seems to mo
as if this moment were throbbing with
tho invitations of an all compassionato
God

I have been told that the Cathedral
of St Mark stands in a quarter in tho
center of the city of Venice and that
when the clock strikes twolvo at noon
all the birds from tho city and tho re-

gions
¬

around about the city fly to tho
square aud settle down It camo In
this wise A large hearted woman
passing one noonday across the square
saw somo birds hovering In tho cold
and she scattered some crumbs
of bread among them Tho next
day at tho same hour sho scat-
tered

¬

more crumbs of broad nraOng
them and so on from year to year un-
til

¬

tho day of her death In her will
sho bequeathed a certain amount of
money to keep tip tho same practice
and now at the first stroke of tho bell
at noon the birds begin to come thero
and when the clock has struck 13 the
square is covered with them How
beautifully suggestive Christ comes
out to feed thy soul to day The mora
hungry you feel yourselves to be tho
better it is It is noon and tho Gospel
clock strikes 12 Come in llocksl
Como as doves to tho window All the
air is filled with tho liquid chimci
Cornel Cornel Cornel
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It has heretofore ueenethotepractica
of collectors of gutta percha to cut
dow

them Is hot biilv more nrofitableaVto
immediato results butdoesaway with
tho danger of exterminating tho plant
Tho gum obtained from the leaves Is
purer easier to manage and lnorojibttn

cutting
the-Trcefr It has beenfound that two
duckings of tho leaves yield us much

gunvasvu tree bf twcnty ilvo years
grpvvwi oolite vuuecrii lia uueii v
pressed -- as to tho possiblo failure of
the siipply on account of the destruc
tlorivof these forests 1but this new dis-
covery

¬

Will7uot9 only make tho crop
yeasior to gather L but will inoreaso tho
supply bVirig down tho price and per ¬

mit of ainuoh widor rwngoof uses than
heretofore N Y Lodgor

A South Nowamc Ct tailor ro
contly mado a Wager of 5 that he
could eat J60 raw tomatoes Tho day
sot for tho contest came and ono by
ono tho rod beauties disappeared until
his capacious stomach hold tho 100 to ¬

matoes

Maiitik Bnowif attended servico Sun
day evoning at the Gorman Catholic
church Chicago Ho fell asleep and
snored so loudly the sxton Miahaol
Klitch had him arrested for Uordr
ly conduct He wan ftfted 10
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WJ i J Y illiW Stratton thp Indf rMh fmpentor who Went to Crlppla Creek ittilVM Vi
Is now fast becoming a millionaire
tvas at ono time aftor ho reached there

ri

in tllo trruatost destitution ami Is skid
to havo offorod Senator Wnlcott a half J

interest In his mlnofOr three hundred
iollars Stratton Is ub plultvaml denro-- u
eratlo a man as ho was boforo he
AHtniole It rich

To tho last says London Figaro
theduko of Cambridgo clung to tho

idea that ho would be continued in hb
oJUcoby tlionow government and it
Is understood that when ho received
the hcwsat llombnrg of his definite
suporscstlonby Lord Wolseloy ho was
deeply chagrined JHsfrleuds do not
hesitate to sny his enforced retirement
Wilt hasten Iilcml j

Irof Hcimj aSvlsa savant at tho
Aipluo club In Zurich declaros that
one of tho most convenient elegant
and agVecablo1 of alijiiannersof death
Is that whluh follows a falltfrom somo
Alpine height Tlierctls nolther phys- -

leal nor moral sulierjngyrin Prof
Holms opinion in beings hurled
through space only 1 delicious Una
taste of tho celestial beatitudes

Ono of the notorlolleii o Varisis
inquot who was 0 fllcltl iVoilej ijii uif of

iSapolcon dll during all ills imperial
career Aftor tho lattcrs rtovynfall
Llnquot hecatno driver of tlYtf liearao
for tho great burial company of urls v

lie rccontly oillclaled ill that capacity
for President Carnot and had- - prjbvi--
ously presided at the funerals Vf
Thiers Victor Hugo and Gnmbuttu

Lord Vcrulam who died rccphtlyv
at olghti slx was tho last Kurvivorot f

the first Winchester and Harrow eTpv- - 1

ons which mot in 1825 sovynty years
to a dav boforo tho earls death Tins f
Winchester captain was Christopher
Wordsworth afterward bishop of Lin- -

coin tho captain of Harrow WasytJ
Charles Wordsworth later bishop fcif V
SL Andrews aud on his eleven Watt- - i

Cardinal Manning who was eapghfc
out by tho bishop of Lincoln for lu
goose eevc

ty

Tho bioycle has not yet penotratcd j
to Lincoln county Wash bift when it
does tho maidens of that region ylUV
probably mako some records that will f

causo somo of the girls in tho east who w
are publicly priding- - themselves on
their stamina and vigor to sing more
softly of their achievements Ono girl l

living at a remoto settlement there v J
wanted badly to attend tho Fourth of t

July ball hold at tho town of Jqw- -
port forty --six miles away but could- -

not bo spared for moro than tho ono
day This was all sho wautod hosy- -
evor and she rodo on horseback tho vfvl
forty six miles to tho bait on tho after jar i
noon of tho Fourth danced all througli V
tho night and left tho ball room only 1 fj- -

to remount her horse and rido back yt --

tho forty six milos homo arriving1 1J
there in good season on tuo 5th

A LITTLE NONSENSE

It is to plcaso tho man
never knows ho wants Hams

fS
hard who1

what
Horn

Always at Hand Husband riimjS
aging through a drawer Woll It iu
very hhuuju a uuu jiuver jtuu uuy-i- j-

thing Wife You can always iiudv
fault it seems to me Detroit Ifreo

rrrcss v c
Anxious Inquirer to crusty oll p

gontlomon When do 3ou stippqsbst
this rain Is going to stop Crusty Old fif
Oentlomnn When it gets to tho
ground of course South Bpston r

Nowa v -

I wonder said Tommy who had
boon rending tho poem about tho Arafc
who refused a purse of gold forhls
steed I wonder what ho Would havo
did if they had offered to trade Mm a --

bysickle Indianapolis JonrnaL
Mrs McSwat The reason I ob- -

joct to your spending so much tlmo at
that club of yours Hllifugor Is that I tam sure it Is notliingVbut a resort of -

loafers Mr McSwat Great Scott i

Marlal Whats any club Chicago
Tribune

Tho meanest man I know of he J --

f

said rcflecttvelyVls in politics IlolT
doesnt know what honor is Whatt 1V

did ho do askodtho listener He
bought votes 6ncrodltand after the
delivery of f tho goods repudiated the
obligation ChicagoVost
0J iii Ait Vi nilitoiuiu auururiuviuuti jliiu iiiuiliA it x r 1 f -ogousticaroi tuo unueu ouiujh iuc
most religious Mass most Asiatic

Ind father of states Ia most
maidohly Miss best iu time o
flood- - Ark- - most useful in haying1
time Mo decimal state Tenn
ttifo nf nviOniniLtlnn Tu mnlil

astonishing stato O most un-
healthy

¬

state 111 stato to euro the
sick Md stato for students

Conn state where thero Is no such
word as fall Kan not a stato for
tho untidy Wash Youths Com-
panion

¬

Glvo mo a ticket to Holophant a
florid English gentleman is reported to
havo said to ono of the busy clerks at
tho union station St Louis The
clerk looked puzzled for a moment
and thon said Aro yon sure you waat
to go 10 uoiepuanLy 1 uont kjiow oij

kt

any sucn place on our line awv
man dost thou think Im a bloowla
fool I want to go to Hoataria a ad
they sod X must go to Helefcihant aad
Nlagry Falls We could aead J
by way of Buffalo said the htleRt
elork Awe blast mo eyee TtmtoX c

Tiiata tho oufiei piaoe jl HMr n
was aome kind of a blaritte haieaL
GivA rrtiii a tinlrat to BwlMo Ot t
HelephBt Sfc tool JtofifMl
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